ST.  ALBANS

the revolt failed in London ; its leaders were dead or in flight
and vengeance approached St. Albans in the person of Sir
Walter atte Lee, who summoned the townsfolk before him and
demanded back the charter. The townsmen still showed
fight and one of the ringleaders, who had been released in
order to induce them to surrender, said, c If I die, I shall die
for the cause of the freedom we have won, counting myself
happy to end my life by such a martyrdom. Do then to-day as
you would have done had I been killed yesterday.'

However, the arrival of the King with his Justiciar and
armed forces compelled the town to obedience. Fifteen of
the rebels were executed at St. Albans, including the famous
priest John Ball, who had preached that, * Matters cannot go
on well in England until all things shall be in common ; when
there shall be neither vassals nor lords.' The grants were
revoked and the Abbey resumed its sway over its peasants.
But eighteen years later, Richard II was lodged, after his
deposition, as a prisoner in the Abbey gate-house ; a few
months later his dead body was exhibited to view in the city
and the office for the dead was held in the Abbey.

Situated as it is on the Great North Road, St. Albans
played an important part in the Wars of the Roses, when the
main objective of the two parties was control of London. In
1455 the first battle of St. Albans was fought in the streets of
the city. The Duke of York with a considerable force had
already taken up his position, when Henry VI arrived and set
up his standard in St. Peter's Street. After a parley, the
Duke of York gave the signal for attack and his men advanced
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